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Abstract:

The rate of suicide amongst Australia's rural men is significantly higher than rural women, urban men or
urban women. There are many explanations for this phenomenon including higher levels of social isolation,
lower socio-economic circumstances and ready access to firearms. Another factor is the challenge of
climate transformation for farmers. In recent times rural areas of Australia have been subject to intense
climate change events including a significant drought that has lingered on for over a decade. Climate
variability together with lower socio-economic conditions and reduced farm production has combined to
produce insidious impacts on the health of rural men. This paper draws on research conducted over several
years with rural men working on farms to argue that attention to the health and well-being of rural men
requires an understanding not only of these factors but also of the cultural context, inequitable gender
relations and a dominant form of masculine hegemony that lauds stoicism in the face of adversity. A failure
to address these factors will limit the success of health and welfare programs for rural men.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2010.04.036   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Security, Food/Water Security

Extreme Weather Event: Drought

Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Rural

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Impact:  
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Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Injury, Mental Health/Stress

Mental Health Effect/Stress: Mood Disorder

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article, Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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